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October 28 Session Summary- Highlights - Action Steps
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African Diaspora Investment Symposium (ADIS21) is the sixth annual global convening that
celebrates and champions the entrepreneurial and innovative spirit of Africans,

Diasporans, and friends of Africa.

The ongoing pandemic has devastated the world and hit Africa hard. At the same time, it
has forced a renewed focus on accelerating development across sectors. This focus
presents an opportunity for African development to leap forward, bypassing physical
infrastructure that the continent has lacked for the better part of a century. We foresee
acceleration across four areas: bnmmdbshuhsx, dcth~shnm, gd “ksgb~qd, “mc ehm~mbdjADN

intends to be at the forefront of this momentum.

To prioritize community well-being in light of the current global health crisis, ADIS21 will

take place as a monthly virtual series from Itkx 2020 sn | "mt~gx 20214

This month’s session focused on innovation and investment hubs in Africa. Across the
continent, several countries have taken various approaches to building strongholds of
investment and innovation. Rwanda is actively planning an innovation hub, Kigali
Innovation City, to transform the country into a knowledge-based economy. In West Africa,

Nigeria has partnered with U.S. officials to launch a West Africa Trade and Innovation Hub.
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What are some unique approaches adopted by different countries in Africa to

building innovation ecosystems?

Ox¢

What role are public-private partnerships playing in amplifying Innovation hubs in
Africa?

What are the most pressing challenges Africa innovation hubs are facing today?
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What effects is Covid-19 having on innovation ecosystems?

Ox¢

What are some unique ways in which the African diaspora can engage in amplifying

African Innovation hubs?
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Please take a few minutes to take the October 28 ADIS session survey

here: https://forms.gle/uTXVYNQycb5wLCXjX9.-

~

Qdfhrsdg eng #ADnmR21 Mnud I adq!-

~

Jnvestment in Education and Online Learning in Africa
Wednesday November 18~ 8:00 AM PST, 11:00 AM EST, 4:00 PM GMT

Registration Link gdgdy


https://forms.gle/uTXVNQycb5wLCXjX9
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZMldeGgqD8tE9Sz1sTaMJlA4NbSqQ_Tx1Ys
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On October 28, 2020, African Diaspora Network hosted its fourth ADIS virtual forum:
“Amplify Innovation and Investment Hubs in Africa.” The session brought together
Africans, Diasporans, and friends of Africa to discuss challenges and opportunities for

innovation and investment in Africa. The link to the gdbngchmfcan be found gdgd+

The session began with a rhythmic Bala performance by Mandjou Kone, a Griot from Mali
and Burkina Faso. Mandjou is a singer,
dancer, and storyteller. She was born into
the renowned Kone family of West African

~ griots (Djeli), the keepers of oral tradition.
Her performance included traditional songs
passed down for centuries, from the
ancient Mali Empire through the
generations. One of the songs she
performed was a tribute to King Sundiata

Keita, the Lion Prince of Mali.

Almaz Negash, founder and executive director of African Diaspora Network, welcomed
attendees, thanked funders, board members, executive leadership council, champions. and
team members for making the symposium possible. One speaker that joined the October
ADIS panel session was Hiruy Amanuel, Co-founder of Gebeya. Almaz pointed out that
because of the first African Diaspora Investment Symposium, Hiruy and Amadou Daffe,
went on to co-found Gebeya, a new-age EdTech company based in Ethiopia that trains,
hires, and cultivates top talented African software engineers. ADN's programs such as ADIS
matter because it creates a place where connections are made and new partnerships start.
Almaz reminded us that you never know who you might meet so take every opportunity to

connect with and support each other.
Fhgdrhcd Cg~s: Bthkehm® tmmnu ™~ shud Ebnrxrsd B r tm Aeghb ™ : Ddrshm~shnm Qv "mc -

Fireside chat moderator, C.D. Glin, President and CEO of the U.S. African Development

Foundation (USADF), opened with some context about innovation and investment hubs in


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Dxg5OwEEQxY&feature=youtu.be

Africa. According to Venture Capital Firm Partech, Africa and African Tech Startups raised

1.1 Bhkkinmyin equity funding in 2018. In 2019, the Global System for Mobile Communication

Association estimated that the number of active tech hubs providing support for tech and

digital entrepreneurs had risen to nearly 620throughout Africa.

USADF is committed to contributing to

Tayib Fall Metasebya Sahlu  Bonny Musefano

this exciting progress in innovation by ; ——
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integrating digitization into its grant

activities. By doing this, USADF

contributes to boosting grantee '
-

business growth, building resilience, 4 : .a’ "I‘ ‘__ l ﬁ.

and supercharging businesses for the

4th industrial revolution.

C.D. says, [Nm sgd bnmshmdms, chfhs k-
sq - mreng B ~shnm fhr etkk roddc “mc mnwvgdad hr sg~s sqtdg sg ™ m hm Qv "mc ™ vgdqd sgd Fnudgm B dms hr-~
“m ~hshud ronmrng eng ~mc rtoongsdg ne tmeng B ~shnm “me bn B B tmhb~shnm sdbgmnknfx (CS) “mc

g r vngjdc chiifdmskx sn bgd ~sd ~m dm™ akimf dmuhgnm B dms eng dmsqgdogdmdtqr ~mc sdbg gtar sn-
sgghud.(~

C.D. welcomed The Honorable, Paula Ingabire, Minister of ICT and Innovation, Government

of Rwanda and thanked her for her commitment to digital transformation in Rwanda.

He asked Honorable Paula Ingabire, t\g~s g " r xntg intgmdx addm khjd nudqg sgd o~ rs-
svnxd gr “'mcvg shBo~bs g rsghr ~cchshnm sn sgd L.hmhrsdg ne 1CS ne hmmnu~shnm g~ c-~

nm xntq gnkdr, gdronmrhatkhshdr, ~mc oghnghshdr g~

Honorable Paula Ingabire replied, & sghmj fs~
Vv'r = m stg kbn Baim™shnm sn aghmf {CS “mc-
tmmnu~shnm snfdsgdg ~r vd sghmj ~ants sgd-
rnktshnmr vd bgd~sd. Vg~s vd g~ ud addm sgximf sn-
cn fir rdd, gnv cn vd sghmj ~ants hmmnu shnm-

I nqd agn ™ ckx, vgdsgdq hsyr chfis~kkx dm™akdc ng-
mns, eng tr sn ad ~akd sn s” o hmsn sghr bgd " shud-

s kdms sg~s vd g~ ud vhsghm sgd dbnmn B x.~



https://partechpartners.com/news/2018-was-monumental-year-african-tech-start-ups-us1163b-raised-equity/
https://www.gsma.com/mobilefordevelopment/blog/618-active-tech-hubs-the-backbone-of-africas-tech-ecosystem/
https://www.gsma.com/mobilefordevelopment/blog/618-active-tech-hubs-the-backbone-of-africas-tech-ecosystem/

Vd v mssnad " sdrsadc sg s hr ~ssqbshmf s kdms eqn B ~bgnrr Aeghb™ sn bn Bd “mc vngj snfdsgdg-
gdqd, ognuhcd sgd mdbdrr ™~ gx bnmctbhud dmuhgnm B dms, ~mc sgdm sgd rnktshnmr sgdx ~qd athkchmf-
adb™trd xnt g ud ~ chudqrd sd™ B ne hmmnu~sngr ~mc dmsqdogdmdtgr bn Bhmf snfdsgdq vhkk ~kknwv sn~
attkc rnktshnmr sg~s mns nmkx gdronmc sn Qv ~mc " ir bg ~kkdmfdr, ats rnktshnmr sg~s b~ m ad dwongsdc-

ntsricd ne Qv mc” .-

Next, C.D. asked, tMnv sg~s 98% ne Qv "mc™ g r bnudq™ fd vg s cndrsg~s Bd menq sgd-
“udg”~fd Qv " mc m?p-

Honorable Paula Ingabire responded, t\Vg~s vd ~qd mns rddimf hir ~ bt Btk shud eiftqd enq tr~ fd-
“mc ~cnosinm. Vgdm xnt knnj ~ssg”s o ne odnokd vgn “qd rstkk mns ~akd sn s jd etk ~cu ms” fd-
ne sgd hmeq "~ rsqtbstqd hmudrs Bdmsr sg~s vd g ud B ~cd, sgdm vd fn a™bj sn sgd cq™ vimf an~gc ne-
tmedgrsmehmf vg s cn vd mddc sn cn cheedgdmskx? & ir mns itrs ~ ptdrshnm ne hmudrshmf fm-

hmeq~ rsgtbstad, hs hr mnv sghmjhm¥, vg~s cn vd mddc sn cnsn I~ jd sgdrd odnokd b~ o~ akd ne trimf-
hs? &r hs itrs = ptdrshnm ne vikkimfmdrr sn trd hs? &rhs ~ ptdrsinm ne cn vd g~ ud sgd ghfgs rjhkkr sn trd-
hs? & hr = W tksh-e“bdsdc ~oogn~bg vd ~qd sqximf sn sdrs ghfgs mnv sn B~ jd rtqd sgd 7o ne 20% sg s~
hr mns trhimF sgd hmeq ™ rsqthstqd vd ~qd otsshimf hm ok~ bd hr ~akd sn trd hs tm = Bd mhmfetk B ~mmddg.q-~

O~ mdk Rdrrhinm: A B okhex tmmnu~shnm ~mc tmudrs B dms Htar hm Aeghb ™

The fireside chat was followed by a AngelJones seretWarner Uiz Grossman K., Tayborall  metsebyasahiu ()
panel discussion moderated by Saida
Benhayoune, Innovation Practice
Advisor at MIT. The panel spoke about
unique approaches African countries
are using to build innovative
ecosystems and both challenges and
opportunities in amplifying innovation
hubs.

Saida shared a framework for understanding and facilitating dialog around innovation
ecosystems developed by MIT D-Lab. The center are the actors that are participating in the

innovation ecosystem. They are represented both as the type of actors and the functions


https://d-lab.mit.edu/sites/default/files/inline-files/Understanding_Innovation_Ecosystems_FINAL_JULY2019.pdf



https://d-lab.mit.edu/sites/default/files/inline-files/Understanding_Innovation_Ecosystems_FINAL_JULY2019.pdf
https://d-lab.mit.edu/sites/default/files/inline-files/Understanding_Innovation_Ecosystems_FINAL_JULY2019.pdf

